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Society of American Foresters 
Convention 2000: 
A Monumental Event 
By David "Sparky" Carter, BS'OO 
On November 15th, 2000, 22 students and a recent 
alumnus (myself) from the Iowa State Forestry De-
partment boarded a plane bound for Washington, DC. 
After a bumpy landing over the Potomac River, these 
Mid-western rubber-neckers crammed themselves and 
all of their belongings onto the monorail subway. A 
long stroll from the monorail station, uphill, finally 
put the students where they wanted to be, at the Wash-
ington, DC Hilton Hotel, the site of the 2000 Society 
of American Foresters National Convention. 
Since last year marked the 1 OOth Anniversary of SAF, 
this was a special celebration of the history of profes-
sional forestry, both in America and abroad. The first 
afternoon and evening for the students involved regis-
tration, the National Student Assembly, and a student 
icebreaker. The Cyclones took this opportunity to meet 
a few of the students from other schools and rest their 
aching feet. Finally, everyone split for his or her host 
family houses, which were scattered around the metro 
area. The hosts met their student guests for the first 
time after an exhausting day of travel and conference 
business. 
The students stayed with four different families. Jim 
Furnish, ISU Forestry Alum, Deputy Director of the 
US Forest Service; Chris Larkin, ISU Forestry Alum, 
Bartlett Tree Care in Washington, D.C.; Chris Twarok, 
USDA Foreign Agriculture Services, ISU Forestry 
Alum; and Mr. and Mrs. Craig Menning, friends of 
Chris Larkin all gave shelter to the students from Iowa 
State. 
The next four days consisted of poster sessions; ex-
hibits of employers and equipment suppliers; scien-
tific colloquiums; a stint in the student quiz bowl; and, 
of course, a lot of sight seeing. The main event for 
many of the students came during the opening cer-
emonies on Friday morning. The ceremonies began 
with a marching band from the Washington area, a rude 
(but well played) awakening for most of the attendees 
at 8:00 a.m. Iowa State was mentioned during the one 
speech for having the most students of all the attend-
ing universities with 23 students. 
Finally during the awards portion of the ceremonies, 
the staff of the Ames Forester received an award for 
1st place for a forestry student publication. Davi 
er and Karen J ohlas, co-editors of the 2 
ceived the award from 
77 
SAFAwards 
Ceremony 
(L-R) SAF President Fredrick Ebel, Karen Johlas-Szalkowski, David Carter, Scott Koebel, Mat 
Latiolais, Stacy Wickman, Keri Bolluyt, and Karen Duey join in the celebration of the first place 
2000 Ames Forester in the SAF Student Publication Contest. 
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SAF 
Convention 
Activities 
Socializing at the Ice 
Breaker and participating in 
the Forestry Quiz Bowl... .. 
Brian Shirley participates in the student icebreaker 
activities, as do (left to right) Zack Ludwig, Adam 
Luhman and Kristy Bowes (below). 
Below, our ilustrious quiz bowl team in action. 
They are (bottom left picture from left to right) 
Brian Shirley, Scott Koebel, Matt Latiolais, and 
Eric Lassance. 
Scott Koebel takes a break with his 
young protege (below). 
79 
Touring the Gifford Pinchot 
house/SAF head uarters 
SAF Convention Activities 
(Clockwise from top) Exterior of Gifford Pinchot 
house, Matt Latiolais stands amazed at the interior. 
Keri Bolluyt (left) and Karen Duey pause briefly next 
to the sign. Matt Latiolais poses in front of the house, 
and he and Karen Duey discuss the prudence of 
entering the former stable house. 
80 
ouring the Nation' Capitol 
Josh Sterling and Keri Bolluyt participat 
jn the one-in-a-mil · ~e planting event. 
81 
82 
The whole gang on the Larkin' s deck: (top left to right) Adam Luhman, Eric Lassance, Ben Thomas, Mike Goerndt, 
Scott Koebel, Mike McCauley, Heather Hoskins, Aaron Lumley, Stacy Wickman, Nate Gassman, Megan Sweeney, 
Brian Shirley, Spencer Wicks, Josh Sterling, and Zack Ludwig. (Bottom left to right, upstairs) Matt Latiolais, Keri 
Bolluyt, Karen Duey, Ben Haynes, David Carter, Kristy Bowes, and Karen Johlas-Szalkowski. 
Aaron Lumley and Ben Thomas discuss 
the incredible edibleness of the food (left 
to right). Karen Duey poses a moment 
while Nate Gassmann stares off into 
space. Right and left: Aaron Lumley 
demonstrates his GQ abilities. 
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